Minutes of the Town of Lake George Consolidated Board of Health meeting held on January 24, 2017 at the
Town Center, 20 Old Post Road at 3:00 p.m.
Present:

Chairman Dickinson
Fred Austin

Absent:

Mayor Robert Blais

Also Present:

Adele Behrmann, Tom Hutchins, Kevin Maschewski, Rebecca Holmes and others.

The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. by Chairman Dickinson.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
1. Application for Consolidated Board of Health CBOH #1-2017 submitted by Adirondack Designers &
Builders, Inc. requesting a septic variance for setback from limit of fill from adjoining stream and side yard
for property located at 34 Colony Cove Road; being Tax Map No. 226.17-1-2.

Chairman Dickinson opens the meeting by asking some information on the existing house and is informed by
Tom Hutchins that it is located by the lake and it has 2 bedrooms while the proposed house will have 4
bedrooms. Fred Austin confirms with Tom Hutchins that the waste water system is all new to which Tom
replies that everything is new, it’s an enhanced waste water system with the field meeting the 100 ft. set back
from the stream and all the other setbacks.
In response to questions on the stream, Tom Hutchins says that the streams are un-named although they have
been improved by land owners over the year; one is a rock channel that can be stepped across. The field itself
meets the setbacks but they need to bring in fill in order to keep the 4 ft. separation to bedrock since they are
trying to keep from blasting in the area with the field; the fill needed in the northerly side is actually covering
the tank and not necessarily the field but it all extends out in that direction. The setback is 80 ft. from the
northerly stream and 87 ft. from the same stream in the west. Fred Austin reminds him of the condition that
the Town imposes with an approval.
A motion is introduced by Fred Austin; seconded by Chairman Dickinson to open the public hearing.
All in favor, motion carries.
Rebecca Holmes, who is the neighbor next door to this property, approaches the podium to voice her
comments as follows:
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Chairman Dickinson asks Mrs. Holmes if she would point out the location of her septic system and Tom
Hutchins whether they needed variances for the proposed building. Tom Hutchins replies that the building is
compliant with all setbacks and they were granted two variances by the ZBA, one for setbacks from a water
Page 2
January 24, 2017 CBOH minutes

body and the second one for the stormwater infiltration from that stream and also for bringing in fill in the
shoreland overlay district to grade the land where the current house will be removed from. Chairman
Dickinson asks what type of septic the current house has and is informed that it is an antiquated, old system
located in the lower area.
Fred Austin asks whether the driveway has an easement to go across Mrs. Holmes’ land to which Mrs. Holmes
replies that it’s a right-of-way that is shared by the neighbors. Chairman Dickinson directs his comments to
Mrs. Holmes and informs her that this is a project where the applicant is taking the residence off the
lakeshore, moving it back and making it compliant with all the setbacks and although the proposed house is
large, it fits in the site; the other added benefits are the replacement of the old septic with a state of the art
septic system and stormwater controls therefore he would be willing to approve it as submitted.
A motion is introduced by Dennis Dickinson; seconded by Fred Austin to close the public hearing.
All in favor, motion carries.
A motion is introduced by Chairman Dickinson; seconded by Fred Austin to approve the Consolidated Board
of Health Application #1-2017 as submitted.
All in favor, motion carries.
A discussion ensues between Mrs. Holmes and the Board Members but the comments are not clearly audible.
Chairman Dickinson asks what the square footage of the house is and Kevin Maschewski replies 4,285 sq. ft.;
Mrs. Holmes interjects by stating that this number is for the first and second floor however there is an
additional room above the garage at 450 sq. ft. and a walk out basement and a two car garage. Kevin
Maschewski replies that the house square footage is 4,285 with a room above the garage with abbreviated
ceiling heights which is a little over 400 sq. ft. but the living space for the house is 4,285 sq. ft.
Mrs. Holmes expresses her concern that the applicant is a builder with the intent to resell the house and make
a ton of money and won’t be occupying the house. She feels that his leach field is going to be very close to her
property and is concerned that (remainder of comments not clearly audible). She asks information on the
function of the grinder pump and whether it will affect the leach field by shorting its life. Chairman Dickinson
informs Mrs. Holmes that the grinder pump is a whole sewage pump, pumping to a septic tank that either
meets or exceeds the Town’s standards which are NYS standards. A sink grinder could pose a problem because
of the presence of food which could load the system and would be more of a concern than the sewage grinder
but this applicant is not proposing a sink grinder.
Mrs. Holmes re-iterates that a 5,000 sq. ft. house is too big for this lot but Chairman Dickinson replies that this
is an issue that the Town has with very little that can be done about italthough there is an effort going on for
the Town re-zoning but it’s taking forever to finalize; the applicants in this case have complied with all of the
Town’s standards.
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A motion is introduced by Fred Austin; seconded by Chairman Dickinson to close the public hearing at 3:38
pm.
All in favor, motion carries.
Respectfully Submitted,

Adele Behrmann
CBOH Clerk
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